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G eeti ngs:

| am Tom West (Thomas G West) and | plan to field questions fromthe OGIOC
Yahoo

G oup over the next few days. March 23-25, 2007. My intention is to be online
from8 to 9

pm each evening here in Washington, DC. However, | expect to check in severa
times a

day, each day, to answer questions as they come in fromdifferent |ocations.

I have long been interested in the relationship between gifts and talents and
various ki nds

of learning disabilities or learning difficulties, especially dyslexia. A though
t he general

popul ati on and sonme professionals see these as pol ar opposites, | have al ways
felt that

these two were often closely intertwi ned in paradoxi cal and seem ngly self-
contradictory

ways. | have written two books on the topic, In the Mnd' s Eye and Thinki ng Li ke
Ei nst ei n.
In my research for the books, | was pleased to be able to find an abundance of

material to
support ny perspectives.

While | have no professional training in the relevant fields, | have a great

deal of relevant

life experience that seens to cone out in the books. | amdyslexic and | am

hi ghl'y vi sual

in ny ways of thinking, comng froma long line of artists and engi neers. | have
deci ded

t hat what ever success ny books have achi eved, especially the first book

probably is the

result of my perspectives being rather different fromthat of an individual with
a

conventional professional training in psychol ogy, neurosci ence or sonme other
related field.

| am passionately interested in the deeper nmeaning of things--and | am a
believer in the

power of stories to help us to nove toward insight and under st andi ng.

My first book, In the Mnds Eye, covers brain research, conputer graphic

t echnol ogi es and

profiles of 11 fanmpbus peopl e who have shown evi dence of great visual talents
along with

dyslexia or other learning difficulties. One of my nain argunments in the book is
that we

need to better understand the great diversity of human brains--the hidden

tal ents that



often coexist with various |earning problens--as well as the hidden |earning
difficulties

that sometines cone along with superior talents and capabilities. The profiles
i ncl ude:

M chael Faraday, Janmes Clerk Maxwell. Al bert Einstein, Rev. Charles L. Dodgson
Henri

Poi ncaré, Thomas Al va Edi son, N kola Tesla, Leonardo da Vinci, Wnston S.
Churchill, Gen.

George S. Patton and WIliamButler Yeats.

The book al so points out that najor advances in conputer information
visual i zation

t echnol ogi es prom se to transform educati on and the workpl ace--greatly

i ncreasing the

percei ved val ue of visual talents for understanding patterns in conplex systens
in

busi ness, the sciences and other fields. In doing nmy research, |I found that nmany
of those

who rely heavily on visual thinking (sonmetimes with dyslexia or other |anguage
difficulties)

are already |l eaders in areas of technol ogical innovation as well as science and
busi ness- -

as technol ogi cal change nmakes their distinctive visual strengths nore and nore
val uabl e

just as their acadenic and | anguage weaknesses becone | ess and | ess inportant.

The second book, Thinking Iike Einstein, is made up of a series of articles and
col ums

witten for a publication of the international professional conmputer graphics
associ ati on.

These col umms explore what it neans as we nove froma world based nostly on

wor ds

and nunbers to a world where information is mani pul ated and di splayed in rich
mul ti di nensi onal conputer graphics and scientific visualizations. Al bert

Ei nstei n thought

visually and did all his npst inmportant work using his powerful visua

i magi nati on. My

colums partly explore what it nay nean when | arge segnents of the society shift
to

t hi nki ng visually, using new and powerful conputer graphic tools.

For context and greater clarity, | have provided here a biographical sketch
provi di ng sone

hi story on the books and the way they have been received around the US and
around the

world. | have also provided three short papers: (1) an overview | wote for a
Hong Kong

nedi cal journal, (2) a commentary | wote for an international LD research
organi zation

(1 ARLD), nmeking the case for |ooking at the special talents often seen anobng

i ndi vi dual s

with dyslexia, and (3) a chapter from Thinking Like Einstein where | describe a
famly (with

nmany vi sual thinkers and nmany dysl exics over five generations) that also

i ncl udes four

wi nners of the Nobel Prize. (I have just noted that sonme article formatting and
reference



nunbers have been lost in the versions sent to you, but I hope you will not have
troubl e

reading them) | think these articles will give you a sanpling of my basic

i deas, along with

many useful references.

I mght nention in passing that your group was suggested to ne by Drs. Brock and
Fernette Ei de. They now have a new book and bl og that you m ght want to have a

| ook at:

The M sl abel ed Child and The Ei de Neurol earning Bl og. And nany thanks to Sally
Lyon for

organi zing the group and setting everything up on Yahoo.

| hope that sonme of what | have discovered over the years will be helpful to
nenbers of

the OGTOC Group. | will be happy to try to answer your questions.

Al'l best wishes,

Tom West

t homasgwest @ . .

--- End forwarded nessage ---



